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Just what the effects of this world-reverberating ad- 
dress are likely to be it is beyond human wisdom to fore- 
cast; just how much nearer it will bring peace to the 
tormented peoples of Europe, just to what extent it will 
affect the nature and the permanence of that peace, 
events alone can tell. Many thoughtful and impartial 
people will be disinclined to accept the President's dic- 
tum that there must be no decisive victory, that only a 
peace between equals can endure, can be unaccompanied 
by unquenchable resentments; history knows innumera- 
ble instances in which the crushing victories left behind 
them no lasting hatreds, simply because the victor man- 
aged to spare the vital affections and the deepest prides 
of the defeated. 

After all has been said, after every deduction has been 
made, we can unite in approving the stand of our great 
national leader, we can rejoice in the worthy r61e he has 



assumed as the mouthpiece of liberalism, of humanity, of 
peace, on behalf not only of this country and its funda- 
mental principles, but in the name of all just and hu- 
mane people, whether among belligerents or neutrals. 
The childlike simplicity, the brave trust in human na- 
ture, that have prompted him to speak without fear have 
welled up out of the heart of a just and freedom-loving 
people ; his plea that we should not be content to stand 
forth merely as pattern and example of the boon of ever- 
maturing self-government, that we should assist, as well 
as point the way, will wake an echo in the breast of 
manly men, of womanly women; they will see in this 
gigantic forward stride one momentous fulfillment of 
many a patriotic prediction by statesman, orator, poet; 
they will feel that our ship of state is sailing on, to jus- 
tify the hopes which humanity reposes in its onward 
course. 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



The Emergency Peace Federation -took tangible 
form in New York City on the night of February 
3, when a crowd of five thousand or more cheered Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan's assertion that this nation would 
not "get down and wallow in the mire of human blood." 
On the 4th the Federation took unto itself a name and 
headquarters (70 Fifth avenue, New York City), and 
acquired as sponsors the Woman's Peace Party, the 
Church Peace Union, and the American Neutral Con- 
ference Committee, with representations from the Amer- 
ican Peace Society and many other pacifist organiza- 
tions. By that night it had sprouted a "Keep-out-of- 
the-War Committee" to take charge of a larger mass- 
meeting in Carnegie Hall, to be held the night of the 
5th in conjunction with the Socialist Labor Party. At 
that meeting Edward Cassidy, of the International 
Typographical Union, presided, and the speakers were 
Dr. Frederick Lynch, of the Church Peace Union ; Mor- 
ris Hillquit, Socialist; Algernon Lee, Director of the 
Eand School ; Elizabeth Freeman, and Joshua Wanhope. 
Another "sprout" of the Federation was a "clearing- 
house committee," with offices at 1034 Educational 
Building, New York City, in charge of Mrs. James War- 
basse, of the Woman's Peace Party, which is intended 
to act as the connecting link between all the peace or- 
ganizations and the Federation, and as the energizing 
center from which information will be issued. In this 
connection the Woman's Peace Party of New York City 
held a special meeting on the 5th and decided to conduct 
a telephone campaign to bestir its members to address 
their Congressmen on the advisability of counting ten 
before permitting this country to go to war. On the 
night of February 7 the "Keep-out-of-the-War Commit- 
tee" filled Cooper Union Hall with an audience that ap- 
plauded heartily the sentiments of Dr. Harvey D. 
Brown, of the Church of the Messiah ; Bev. Dr. Norman 
Thomas, pastor of the East Harlem Presbyterian 
Church ; Miss Elizabeth Freeman, of the Suffrage Party, 
and Louis P. Lochner, Secretary of the Neutral Confer- 
ence for Continuous Mediation. At this meeting a res- 
olution was passed demanding that Congress shall not 
declare war without a referendum to "the men and 



women who will be called upon to bear the burden." 
"Any hasty declaration of war" was deplored as "certain 
to lead to the restriction of individual liberty as well as 
to the loss of this country's opportunity of leading in 
the development of international amity." On the 8th 
a special woman's meeting was held at the Stuyvesant 
High School, and by the night of the 11th the mobiliza- 
tion was complete for present purposes, and an advance 
was made upon the nation's capital. Midnight trains 
seethed with pacifists, and by the morning of Monday, 
the 12th, several hundred were in Washington, where 
they proceeded at once to a conference with Chairman 
Stone, of the Senate Foreign Belations Committee, and 
other members of Congress. From the Capitol they 
marched down Pennsylvania avenue with banners fly- 
ing, for a determined assault upon Secretary Tumulty, 
delivering to the secretary addresses intended for the 
President's ear praising the President's peace efforts and 
protesting against war with ' Germany. The end of a 
perfect day was crowned with a mass-meeting at All 
Souls' Church, with further addresses by representatives 
of many organizations and members of the Federation 
hailing from various parts of the country. A Washing- 
ton committee was formed, which will remain in the 
capital for further efforts against war. 

... An executive committee of the Socialist Party, 
composed of Morris Hillquit, Victor Berger, John 
Spargo, John Work, and Anna Maley, has sent out a 
broadcast appeal to the Socialists of all nations to join 
in a peace conference at the Hague, June 3, 1917. Simi- 
lar messages have also been sent to the governments of 
these countries. The purpose of the conference is to 
consider what joint action all Socialists may take to 
bring about peace and to improve the condition of work- 
ers when peace shall be established. 

... A plan somewhat similar to the above, though ap- 
parently promoted separately, is that of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor, under 
the leadership of Samuel Gompers. This organization 
has issued a call for a World Peace Council of labor 
representatives, for the purpose of getting for the work 
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ers in every civilized nation economic and social stand- 
ing of sufficient solidity to ensure it as a basis for future 
peace. The Executive Council have also agreed to 
spread the Pan-American Federation of Labor into Mex- 
ico and Central and South America as far and as rapidly 
as circumstances permit. 

. . . The British Labor Conference in Manchester 
adopted recently a resolution advocating work for the 
formation of an international league for peace such as 
that suggested by President Wilson and approved by the 
British Foreign Secretary. More significant, perhaps, 
is a second resolution passed by that body declaring 
that labor is opposed to the after-the-war policy of the 
Paris Conference, and demanding "free trade for every 
country," with safeguards for the maintenance of inter- 
national labor conditions fixed by international trade- 
union agreements. 

... An interesting conflict of allegiance appears in the 
resignation of members of the Woman's Peace Party 
from the ranks of the Suffrage Party. According to 
press stories, considerable numbers of individual resig- 
nations came in as a result of the Suffrage Party's offer 
to the Government of the services of its thousands of 
woman members in the event of war. The offer was 
made by Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the 
National American Woman Suffrage Association; Mrs. 
Norman de K. Whitehouse, chairman of the New York 
State Woman Suffrage Party, and Miss Mary Garrett 
Hay, head of the New York City organizations. In ad- 
dition to individual resignations, the William Lloyd 
Garrison Suffrage League, of which Mrs. Henry Villard 
is president, passed a resolution of protest. Other or- 
ganizations are said to be formulating protests and con- 
sidering withdrawal from the ranks of the Suffrage 
Party. For the most part those so protesting are mem- 
bers of* the Woman's Peace Party. The general com- 
plaint is made that those enrolled in the Suffrage Party 
did not engage themselves in any way to the extent 
implied in their leaders' offer of their services in war- 
time. 

. . . The "patriotic" move of the suffragists has been 
further arraigned by Mr. B. W. Huebsch, publisher, and 
member of the Executive Committee of the American 
Neutral Conference Committee. In a letter to Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt he writes : 

"Nothing of value will be demonstrated by the spectacle 
of women undertaking labor now performed by men. "We 
know that women can be efficient car conductors, munition 
makers, and agriculturists. If it were a proof of equality 
for women to do heavy -physical labor she would long ago 
have been emancipated in those European lands in which 
she tills the soil and in whose streets she may be seen yoked, 
like a dog, drawing a cart. 

"Urge your Executive Council to instruct the women of 
America that no cause is hallowed by war ; that reason, can 
persist only while peace lasts, and that they will be untrue 
to their trust as guardians of the race if they approve — 
even tacitly — preparations involving the sacrifice of a single 
life to a superficial patriotism." 

... In the midst of the furor over the German decla- 
ration of unrestricted submarine activity Senator Shaf- 
froth presented a resolution before the Senate recom- 
mending that the President, after the war, take steps in 
concert with "a sufficient number of the sovereign 



states" to establish by treaty an international tribunal to 
•'recognize and maintain the territorial integrity of each 
nation, as it exists at the time of the ratification of such 
treaty, as against foreign aggression." It is further 
proposed to arm this court sufficiently to ensure the en- 
forcement of its decrees. Each member of the court is 
to agree to submit there all international disputes for 
final settlement. It is specified also that armaments 
shall be reduced "to limits agreed upon and requisite for 
the enforcement of their domestic laws, peace, and 
order." 

. . . The agitation for a Peace Secretary in the Cabinet 
is again raised by citizens of Philadelphia, meeting pub- 
licly. On the occasion of this meeting it was also re- 
solved that every appropriation for war made by the 
Government should be taxed one per cent in the interest 
of peace, the proceeds to be placed in a fund for the pro- 
motion of peaceful measures. It is declared that simi- 
lar meetings will be held at different points about the 
country in the near future. 

. . . The resolution adopted by the Directors of the 
American Peace Society at their semi-annual meeting in 
January, demanding competent legislation aiming to 
protect the treaty rights of aliens, finds support in the 
bill introduced by Congressman Eogers, of Massachu- 
setts, providing means to safeguard for aliens within this 
country the rights which should be theirs by virtue of 
existing treaties between their governments and ours. 
The Eogers bill makes punishable by fine, imprisonment. 
or both, any "conspiracy," by two or more persons, "to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any alien in the 
free exercise or enjoyment of any right-secured to him 
under any treaty of the United States, or because of his 
having exercised the same." At present there is no law 
by which such infringements upon treaty rights may be 
brought under Federal jurisdiction. 

. • • A resolution protesting against proposed military 
training of students in the public schools was passed at 
the regular meeting of the Chicago Federation of Labor 
on January 7th. Speeches condemning the system were 
made by several delegates, who declared the school-boys 
were to be trained in the use of guns "for the purpose of 
turning them against organized labor during strikes." 

. . The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America announced February 18 as a National Day of 
Prayer for all Christian people. The call read : 

To the Churches of Christ in America : 

In compliance with overtures from local church associa- 
tions and in the belief that in such action the Council ex- 
presses the mind and spirit of its thirty constituent bodies 
and of all Christian people, the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America earnestly recommends that 
Sunday, February 18, 1917, be observed as a National Day 
of Prayer, to make our united intercession to God, that His 
Spirit may guide and sustain the President of the United 
States and direct the steps of our representatives in the 
Congress of the United States in all the momentous de- 
cisions of this solemn hour in the life of the nation. 

In offering our heartfelt prayers for all the peoples en- 
gaged in war, moved by their sufferings to deepened sympa- 
thy and compassion, remembering that with some of these 
governments grave contentions have arisen, and in contin- 
uing our petitions for peace and righteousness among the 
nations, we shall be fulfilling the command of our common 
Lord and Master. 
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Above all, may we search our own hearts, letting all bit- 
terness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing be 
put away from us, that the fruit of the spirit may abound, 
which is love, peace, long-suffering, faithfulness and self- 
control, and that as a nation we may ever be found speak- 
ing the truth, but ever speaking the truth in love. 

. . . "Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake," is quoted 
from "First "Voyage 'Bound the World by Magellan" 
in explanation of the title — Four Lights — of a "new 
adventure in internationalism" produced by the Woman's 
Peace Party of New York, 70 Fifth avenue, New York 
City. This is in the form of a four-page fortnightly 
magazine, most attractively prepared, selling for five 
cents the copy, or twelve numbers for fifty cents. In 
the first issue, dated January 27, 1917, we find the 
explanation that "Four Lights will attempt to voice the 
young, uncompromising woman's peace movement in 
America, whose aims are daring and immediate — to stop 
the war in Europe, to federate the nations for organized 
peace at the close of the war, and meanwhile to guard 
democracy from the subtle dangers of militarism." A 
novel experiment in editorship is planned, in that "Four 
Lights will not owe any of its lustre to the jewel of 
consistency. Each fortnightly issue will express the in- 
ternationalist hopes of a new board of three volunteer 
editors who assume full responsibility for its con- 
tents." The reader is smilingly advised : "If you do not 
like this number, be sure to get the next !" The editors 
of the first two issues are, respectively, Anne Herendeen, 
Edna Kenton, Zoe Beckley; Jessie Wallace Hughan, 
Sarah N. Cleghorn, Fannie M. Witherspoon. 

... A "little magazine in the rough" (for so it is self- 
styled) appears under the name of "War," issued by the 
War Publishing Co., Box 1044, Detroit, Mich. It con- 
sists of semi-digested particles of thought on war and 
peace and is illustrated by cartoons. Its method of argu- 
ment is confined principally to the reductio ad absurdam. 

... On January 18 Senator Shaffroth and Mr. Oscar 
T. Crosby testified before the Subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Committee on the Judiciary in regard to the Joint 
Eesolution (S. J. Pes. 131), introduced by Senator 
Shaffroth, May 18, 1916, proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States authorizing the 
creation, with other nations, of an international peace- 
enforcing tribunal or tribunals for the determination of 
all international disputes. The resolution reads : 

"Resolved, By the Senate and House of Kepresenta- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, that the following amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States be proposed to the several 
States of the Union, with recommendation that they 
adopt the same by vote of their respective legislatures: 

"The President is authorized to negotiate and, after 
ratification by two-thirds of both Houses of Congress, to 
sign a treaty or treaties with all or a part of the other 
sovereign nations of the world, engaging the United 
States to submit for final determination all its interna- 
tional disputes threatening war to an international tri- 
bunal or tribunals, and also engaging the United States 
to assist in supplying funds for the support of said tri- 
bunal or tribunals and of any international civil and 
military establishment, to be controlled by an interna- 



tional authority, that may be required by the treaty or 
treaties as a sanction for the execution of the decrees 
and the fulfillment of the demands of the said interna- 
tional organisms when such decrees or demands are 
made in conformity with the agreements instituting said 
organisms, and engaging the United States to recognize 
the authority of said international organisms (or one or 
more of them) to make final interpretation of the pow- 
ers conferred upon them." 

. . . Taking with apparent seriousness the ancient 
adage, "Live and learn," the editor of the Jacksonville 
(Fla.) Times-Union sums up the situation thus: 

"A strong argument can be made to support the charge 
that our war with Spain was entirely unnecessary and the 
American people were pushed into it by the declamation 
and pseudo-patriotism of interested parties. Spain offered 
every concession that justice could demand before a gun 
was fired, but when we insisted on war she could do nothing 
but fight back. With this experience in our minds, let us 
ask why all inspired reports from Washington insist that 
Germany's proclamation of a submarine blockade of British 
ports need hurry us farther than we have already gone. . . . 
We believe Congress will keep cool — we hope our people will 
not lose their heads. It is well to do what we must do after 
a study of the case — it is not well to assume a patriotic zeal 
today that we did not feel yesterday." 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 

American Peace Society. 

The general conference of peaceworkers in New 
York City, February 22-23, met at the Hotel Bilt- 
more at 10 o'clock on the 22d. A full report of the con- 
ference will be given in the next issue of the Advocate 
op Peace. The program in outline was as follows : 

Thursday, February 22, 10 a. m.: Subject— "The 
Present Crisis— What Shall We do ?" George W. Kirch- 
wey presiding. To open the discussion — Dr. Frederick 
L. Lynch: Eeport of the continuation committee from 
the last conference relative to the questionnaire and a 
summary of the replies. This relates to a minimum 
peace program. Subsequent speakers — Hon. Meyer 
London, Dr. Charles H. Levermore, and others. 1 p. 
m. : Luncheon given under the auspices of the World's 
Court League. 4 p. m. : The World's Court Program (a 
joint Conference of the Peaceworkers and the World's 
Court League). 7 p. m. : Dinner given by the World's 
Court League. Friday, February 23, 10 a. m. : "The 
Present Crisis— What Shall We Do?" (continued): 
Hon. Jackson H. Ealston presiding. To open discus- 
sion — Dr. Felix Adler, Dr. Talcott Williams, and others. 
2.30 p. m. : Plans for the unification of the organiza- 
tions making for peace in the United States and 
throughout the world. Arthur Deerin Call, presiding. 
To open discussion — Senator Henri La Fontaine, Dr. 
Samuel T. Dutton, Mrs. Fannie Fern Andrews, Mrs. 
Lucia Ames Mead, Dr. James L. Tryon, and others. 
8 p. m. : "The Society of Nations — A Constructive 
Peace Program." Dr. James Brown Scott presiding. 
To open the discussion — Prof. William I. Hull, Hon. 
Theodore Marburg, Prof. John Bates Clark, Mr. Hamil- 
ton Holt, Dr. George W. Kirchwey, and others. 

Officers of the American Peace Society have lent as- 
sistance and counsel to the Emergency Peace Federation 



